
In 1907 President Charles W. Eliot 
er Harvanl. and Professor Natbamel 
W. Shaler, the eminent geologist, bc­
c,ame convinced or the need for a 
praetlcal e.'<J)eriment station !or scten­
tl!ic methods or forestry. Forestry 
ecbools ha.d been established before 
that t.une, notably the Yale School ot 
Forestry. founded In 1900. But up 
to that time no forestry school had 
acquired an actual forest in which to 
try out principles. 

President Eliot began by getting 
B.ichal'd T. Fisher, a graduate of the 
first class at the Yale school, to come 
to Rarva.rd. Dr. Eliot at that tune 
was serving as a trustee of Public 
Reser.-ation.s with James W. Brooks 
of Petersham, who owned 2,000 acres 
of lalld in and about Petersham which 
be suggested might se~e the purpose 
ln mind. Professor Fisher was sent 
to Petersham to r eport on the prop­
erty. The purchase price, $55,000, 
was lmmediatt!:r C:onated by John s. 
Am"" of Boston, 


